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DAVID McKENZIE,
Matinee Idol of the Sixties

Y first  connectlon with
any stage was the result
of a4 mistake. Robert Y.
Tavior and myself ar-
rived in the city from Scotland,
i Oct, 1854, We called at John
Lyvon's, to whom I had a letter
of Introduction, and at whose house a
conyivial party was being held. puring
Taylov | de-

the evening, Brother
livered two recitations, and =o im-

pressed Drother Liyon with his abllity
that he invited him to attend a meet-
ing to be held in the Soclal hall, only
two evenings later, for the organiza-
tion of i theatrical company to plny
through the winter, Brother Lyon held
the position of eritic in the aegroclation,
hence © hls  dofluence.  He introduced
Brother Taylor to President Brigham
Young at that meeting. He gave a reci-
tation there, and was voted in as a
member of the association, but Brother

to theatrical entertainments, especi-
He
sald to the audience on the opening
night of the theater: “1f I had my way
T would never have a tragedy played
on these boards. ‘There is enough of
tragedy in every day life, and we nught
to amusement when o we  come
here. He was equally intervested
the amusgement of dancing, but he de-
precated waltzing.

1t was indispensable with him that
all those entertainments should be con-
ducted under the terms of the atrictest
As early as 18064, he person-

ed
ally those of an amusing character.

have

in

morality.

who meet Mr, McKenzie today, t
at t' > age of 73, can hardly pictur

ly was. He and Asenath Adams,

days. : :
The accompanying picture of
the age of 32, (1865) was taken by
one day as he was passing the pl
on “taking” him just as he was, t
ladies of the city.
is actively concerned in
afternoons. His scrap book is

performance given

Lyon in h‘isli‘n_otlon,

chose
for Polvdor in “Ingomar’” and Colonna

date

left the

during his act

Mr. David McKenzie, leading man at the
during the palmy days of the old stock company
hoards during the sixties and early sevent
Christmas News the following interesting

e him as a dashing leading man,
the matinec idol of the girls of 43 years

i the leacs together, or together they supported traveling stars in
a fashion that put them on the top pinnacle of popularity

' C. R. Savage, who stopped him

he was besieged with inquiries for

While Mr. McKenzie is engaged in the Church office, and
Church work, t
theatricals and is a frequent attendant at the old house Saturday
a cyclopedia ‘of information re-

garding early theatrical days and he has the cast of nearly every

Salt Lake Theater
which held the
ies, contributes to the
recollections.  T'hose
hough he is still hale and hearty
ago,yet such he undoubted-
mother of Maude Adams, play-

in those
Mr. McKenzie, as he looked at
otograph gallery, and insisted

he artist informing the actor that
his photo from the young

he retains his interest in

ive connection with the theater.

misnamed  him

“David  MeKenzieit The qorreclion

elicited further kn’qu&r;', with .the result.
i ;

meeting.
i the new company,
an actor like Brother Taylor, for I
could ‘not then recite, but. to rgnder
any uss\émiwé ndeded a8 i SUPErNUMErs
ary. 1t wag dome thne before I got
parts of ‘any importance, playing most-
Jy sccond -old men in the Soclal hall.
Afterwards the thentor wag erected and
the Irwins appeared there Nov. 4, 1863,
They had witnessed one performance
“The Chaccoal Burner,’” in which all
the company tcok part; I had playoed
Myron, and in casting the “Lady of
Lyons' for their opening plece they

hat I wag invited to attend the next
I did so and was lnglulled-
‘not, however, a8

me for Col. Damas, afterwards

(o juvenile part) in “lvadne.”  After

{his T had many good parts, compris-
ing a wide range. Tor example I played
Polonius in “Hamlet” with John Me-
Cullough, after playing Pythias to his
Damon o few nights previous.
was in 1868,
1 left the home company, who on that

This

48, of that year,

iy Dee,

beneflt. It
had fallen to my lot, to do leading
buginess from January, 1865, until I
gtoge qearly four years later,
John T. Caine, who formeviy dig the
leading business had retired to devote
himself exclusively to the role of ‘‘stage
management.” Y

When 1 left the stage President
Brigham Young at once took me into
his service u.s_corrcsxn.-ndmg secretary.
At that tlme Caine & Clawson were
Jessees of the theater, uand continued
fn that capacity until May 1,.1875, Wwith
the approval of President Young I oc-
casionally took part ngain when some
star appeared who needed support__&\
some character which I was known 1o
be familiar with. So, on Sept. 13, 1869,
1 played Richmond to Nell Warner's
Richard III, Macduft to his Macbeth,

gave me a tareweil

and Poloniue to his Hamlet, I also
supported Madame 8 cheller, Amy
Stone, Leo Hudson, €. W. Couldock,

Mrs Lander, Mr. and Mrs, 1. M. Bates
and others until Oct, 19, 1872,

I thought I was now through with
the stage, but eight years later, when
instructed by President Johu Taylor
(tha successor of President Young) to
look after the intevests of the theuter,
I was coaching the Home Dramatic
club; they insisted on remunerating me
for my gervices, so 1 put on “T'he Oc-
toroon,” playing Jacob McClosky, Oct.
6. 1830, the club’volunteering their ger-
viees and 1 had over.a $1,000 house,
Again on March 4, 1881, Mr. Randmann
was under contract here to appear a3
Aacbeth. The orchestra and witches
had been under full rehearsals for all
the choruses, when Mr. Bandmann
telegraphed cancelling hls engagement.
Rather than any loss should accrue, I
played “Macbeth” in his stead and had
an $890 house. I find from my journai
that from that time on to April 3, 1884,
the date of my very lagt appearance, 1

ally attended our rehearsals. He had
his private carriage convey the Jady
actragses to and from the Social hall,
on every occasijon, so as to avold the
soclety that might embarrass them
atter performances, Those rehearsals
and dances were invariably opened
with prayer, He sternly opposed the
habits of emoking and drinking, and
he Insisted that the playhouse ought to
be as sacred as the temple, and might
be made so by the proper conduct of
those who were engagod In them. He
uged every laudable means to inculcate
those views, but President Young was
ne autoerat and his good counsels were
not always enforced, although, not al-
together unheeded. Yet I know of sov-
eral instances where improper con-
duct on the part of performers caused
their instant dismissal,

shows the Interest he
took in our theatricalg, 1t fell to my
lot to be the {irst Uncle Tom on our
stage. Our preceptor, George Paunce-
fort, played the part of George Harris,
He assured me that It was not right to
speak Uncle Toms part In the negro
dialeci. The morning after the first
performance, President Young took me
strongly to task for not using the dia-
lect. He Instructed me hunt up
some one who could speak {t properly,
and €0 learn it. Then he said I was
to use some padding, so that the suit
of clothes he was wearing at that time
would it me. (We were of the exact
same height,) The suit to be worn
when Uncle Tom was talking with St.
Clair. I did as he told me, and wore
hls clothes, and the next performance,
thanks to President Young, was &4 great
improvement on the first one,

Never was theatrical manager more
careful in his precautions against fire
than President Young. We used only
coal oll for light in those days. On one
occasion, George Francis Train was
dellvering a lecture in the theater,
when two or three of the coul oil foot-

One example

to

lights commenced to flare  up and
smoke, The president quietly stepped

out of the stage box, strode over to
the smoking lamps, and with his broad
brimmed hat, coolly wafted the lights
out, and returned to hig box without
any remark,

Another incident came to my mind
showing the precautionaly measuras he

adopted, We were playing “The Rap-
varce.'  Sally Hinckley, = George = W.
Thompson and myself were to havs

formed a tableau, The scene was the
destruction of a castle by fire. It was
intended A gorgeous spectaclo.
Every possible measure had heen taken
to avert accldent from fire, but unfor-
tunately, before tho climax was reach-
¢d, the cue was prematurely given, and
the drenching we got {rom a scorg of
water buckets emptied from the flies
right down upon our heads was some-
thing never to be forgotten. When
the lady recovered herself and looked
upon her dripping satin, she used lan-
guage, that, te say the least, was most
forcible,

{o he
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 FIRST REGULAR NIGHT §

SATURDAY EVE, MARCH 8, '62.
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Facsimile of Invitation to the
Dedication of the Theater,
Issued by President Brigham
Young.

The ariginal {5 owned hy Nr.
Yersmorz L. Clawson, who is negotiat-
ing with several collectors of relics for
its snle.  Phus far lie hag not ‘received
what he regards as w satdsfuctory orice

he wanted all such scenes forever ban-
fshed trom our stage. Still he felt that
it was not hig prerogative to forbid the
repetition of the play, but he did advise
the people through the various bishops,
not to attend the next performance,
MANAGERIAL CAREER.

My management was in Jjoint asso-
clation with John T. Caine and Hiram
B. Clawson,and came about in this way.
Prest. John Taylor as trustee in trust,
in 1879, decided to organize the Salt
Lake Dramatle assoclation. He in-
structed me to call on Unlited Statas
Marshal Shaughnessy to receive from
him the keys of the theater, which he
held pending the litigation in the dis-
trict court in which the theater was
concerned, When I returned and gave
the president the keys, he said he
would need a president and vice presi-
dent, also a secretary and a treasurer
and asked me who I thought would
be the proper parties, I supposed he
would be president, and sald so. Xe
said emphatically ‘‘no I then susg-
gested John T. Calne as a fitting man
of long experlence in the business, and
Hiram B. Clawson as vilce presldent,
both of whom he approved of. He sald
he wanted James Jack for treasurer
and asked me If T would act as secre-
tary, which I agreed to. When the
election took place, Brother Calne, who
was at that time clty recorder, at flrst
declined the office, but agreed to ac-
cept it, with the assurance that. the
secretary would do the most of the
work, and he would only be required
to advlse, when necessary, The busl-
ness was tharefors run under the style
of “Caine, Clawson & McKenzle,"” man-
agerd. The first performance under thig
management was given on Oct. 4, 1879,
by James Herne, and hig own company.
They played five nights. This man-
agement continued without Interrup-
tion until March 19, 1887, The enter-
tainments given during this period were
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Facsimile of the House Program at the First Regular
Dramatic Performance Given in the Salt Lake Theater.

local entertalnments consisted of balls,
lectures, etc., the plays by the Dra-
matic coinbination and the Home Dra-
matic club. Among the travellng com-
panies were Sothern, Emille Melville,
T, W. Keene, Robson & Crane, Hazcl
Kirke company, Allce Oates, Gelistin-
ger, Nat Goodwin, Comley Barton,
Vokes, Lawrence Barrett, Callender’s
Minstrels, Union Square company, Bou-
cicault, Mapelson Opera company, Car-
lotta Pattl, Rhea, Langtry, Bijou com-
pany, Wallack company, Carleton's
Opera company, Joseffy, Emma Abbott,
Emmsa Nevada, Madison Square com-
pany, Mary Anderson, Duff's Opera
company. eta,

During this perlod Dr. Banks McKen-
zie had built the Walker Opera kouse,
of which he was sole manager, The-
atrical managers in correspondence
with our house, being best acquainted
with me, frequently addressed their
letters and telegrams to ‘Manger Mc-
Kenzie,"” and sometimes these were de-
livered to the rival house and never
reached their proper: destination, so I
dropped my name entirely from the
management, and it was again 'Calng
& Clawson, managers,” although I did
he work ag before, covering a period
of seven and a half years,

THE EARLY STARS.

On Jan. 14, 1863, the flrst “star’ ap-
peared at the Salt Lake Theater, viz,
Thomas A. Lyne, in the play of “Vir-
ginlus,” supported by the local com-
pany. He came to Utah  originally
as a preceptor for the stock company.
The next stars were Mr. and Mrg, Jv-
win who flrst appesared Nov. 4, 1863, in
the ‘Lady of Lyons.” They remained
in Salt Lake ity playlng twice a week
until April 9, 1864. The local company

Pauncetort and Florence Bell appeared
July 20, 1884, in the ‘‘Romance of a Poor
Young Man.” They continued thers
until Jan, 7, 1865, also playing twice a
week, The local company filled up:the
interval until Julia Dean Hayne and
the Potter Troupe arrived here Aug.
11, 1866, They played until Sept. b,
1865, when the troupe disbanded, leav-
ing a few members here who appeared
In connection with the home company
some time, particularly the leading
man, George B. Waldron who support-
ed Julia Dean Hayne until April 17T,
1866, when the season closed. With the
new season commencing June 2, 1366,
Julla Dean Hayne reappeared, support.
ed by David McKenzle and the local
company, untll June 30, 1866, when
she closed her, engagement -here,

The home company continued to play
twice a week and occasionally thrice,
and at intervals supported singls or
double stars whn might be crossing
the plains by stage coach. Among thosa
wers John McCullough, B, I. Daven-
port and wife; Couldock and daughter,
Amy Stone, James Stark, A. . Phelps,
Madam Scheller, Annette Ince, Neil
Warner and others. In May, 1875,  the
'heal company  disbanded and  from
that time on, only traveling companles
appeared, except on rare occasglons,
when home talent got up a bill, The
Home Dramatic club, Culmer and
Whitney, managers, was organized and
made its first appeatrance {n April, 1880,
in ‘'I'he Romance of a Poor Young Man,"”
playing at intervaly for mome years.
The Dramatiec combination, hesaded by
John T. Calne, as business manager,
and, David McKenzle, Phil Margetts,
John C. Graham and such accessories
ag they could procure also occupied the

mostly by traveling companles. The continued to play alone until George stage at long intervals.
NOLALDLINIS S Wh{:’:"vv % ﬁ 5 wwafwww 9 S g - AL

NH of the most lumin-

ous and unforgettable

pages in the history

of the Salt Lake thea-
ter, 18 the engagement of the
famous actress Julla Dean
Hayne. She played hers sev-
eral times in the years 1865-€6
and it has always been con-
sidered remarkakble that an act-
ress sho throughout Ameri-
ca was regarded as ‘a second
Adelaide Nielson, should have
tarried so long in the wilds of
the west. Mrs. Havne, how-
ever, found friends, fellow-
players, and an audience here,
to all of wnom 2zhe becams
deeply attached, -in fact she
married her second ‘husband,
Mr.Cooper, from this city. One
of the notable nights of her
engagement was & farewell
tendered her at-the Salt Lake
Theater, when the play of
“The Pope of Rome,” was the
bill. During the' performance
she was calleg verore the cur-
tain and the following clip-
ping 18 from the Descret

News' ‘files  of those days,

“iadles and Gentlemen:

“ 0t {5 but seldom [ lose the artist in the wornap, or per-
mit a personal feeling to mingle with my public duties;
syet, perhaps, in now taking leave I may be pardoned if [
cssay to speak of obligatiens which: are lasting, If, dur-
ing my lengthened stay within your midst, some trials have
beset my path, many kindnesses have eclhieered the way, the
shafts of malice have fallen powerless, and the evil words
of falser hearts have wasted as the alr. And perhaps in
teaching me liow sweet the gratitude I owe
I should almost thank the malignancy which ('a.lleq. their
For auch, believe me, memory holds a
saered chamber where no meaner emotion can ‘ntrude.
ug President Young for very many courtesies to a

kindness forth.

“At the fall of the curtain, Julia Dean was called for.
She appeared, and with much feeling spoke as follows:

Julia Dean Hayne As a Spccch Maker.

X
Her
Th

A st

these friands, Her

Her

A w

An animate
Expressive power of silence,
Wo language can disclose;

the drama's teachings. Then
indeed the grand object would
be achicved and it would be-
come A& Hchool,

‘““To wake the soul by tender
strokes of art,

To rajse the genlus and
mend the heart.”

to

pause—perhaps, before
last farewoell,

‘A word that has been and

the

must be,
A #sound which makes us
Hnger,
Yeot, Farewell.,”
It was at that time the
gitted Utah poetess, Sarah

Carmichael, inscribed the fol-
lowing beautitul lines to Mra,
Hayne:

JULIA DEAN HAYNBR,

A form of sculptured beauty;
A deep magnetic face,
That draws the gazer's wor-
i ghip
To its Intense embrace;
Her beauty presses on the
heart,
Yet shines above it far

With o strarge polar luster,

quisite woman star!
beauty hath a splendld stress
at words cannot explaln,

IIxpression swoons in fts caress—
Juiia Dean Hayne.

ill repose of -motion,
TEVOSE;

lip, with languid motion) turns

Tach leaf in feeling's bhook:

voice can pleture all things, but,

Her eloquence of look.

arm pulse Inthe world's great heart)

*‘But I spealk too long and:

0l fe
\\\\‘\\\\\ d £7

LTHOUGH nearly 47 years hava
passed since the event, I well
recall the all-absorbing interest
with which the opening of the

falt Lake theater was awalited. It was
first intended to have all church of-
flolals, clty, county, and territorial of.
ficers, the workmen on the theater, and
workmen on the temple block, attend
with their famillee and to open the
house to none others, but President

ByOre Wio Wey T \j
\\‘ \ ‘ [ )
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Salt Lake Theatre,
Whose * Jubilee = il

Occur March 6, |

912

to choose the anod uunil
eschew the evil, Tt was noi
to learn evil; but to know

the duplicity and false-
hood of false men, pguard
agalnst the Inroads of

vice, and to pursuc¢ that undeviating
course of mctitude and virtue that in-
variably led to happiness and honor.
There was nothing lovely in the world,
nothing delightful but the TLord had
created it for the good of His children,
and 1t was the abuse, and not the prop-
er use of anything, that constituteq
evil, Men could make evil of golng to
tho “theater; they could make evil of

anything, but they dld not expect to (1o

will celebrate its jubilee.

ion.

contemporaries were the

cause or another.

News,

The date is rapidly approaching when the Salt Lake Theater
Its fiftieth
March 6, 1912, and if the precedents in other citics are followed,
notably in the case of McVicker’s
mrent will see to it that the event is celebrated in memorable fash-

The Salt Lake Theater is now almost the sole survivor of
the American houses which were running in the sixties. Its old
Ford in 'Washington, (where President
Lincoln was assassinated), the Bowery, in New York, the Ben
De Bar, in St. Louis, the California and Maguires, in San Fran-
cisco, the Academy of Music in Denver, Farnham’s in (Omaha,
and Hooley’s in Chicago, but all have passed away {from one

Many old timers have grown somewhat mixed in their memor-
ies as to the actual date of the opening of the Salt Lake Thea-
ter. The fact is that there were two openings, one on Thursday,
March 6, 1862, when the building was dedicated, though it was still
uncompleted, and the other two nights later,
when the first regular performance took place.
tion took place Dec. 24, 1862, when the house was finished. Tt is
for the purpose of “getting the record straight,” on these two im-
portant events that this article is prepared for the.  Christmas

anniversary will  occur

"Theater, Chicago, the manage-

Saturday, March 8§,
Another dedica-

Young soon found that the bullding
would be insufficlent for the whole, and
hence many Invitations were extended
over to a second night’s entertainment.

There were thus two opening nights,
the first Thursday, March 6, 1862; the
socond Sutug‘day..March 'S, 1862, The
program on the opening night was a
mixed one, and Tight here may be set-
tlad, at last, once and for all, the con-
fliat in the memory of many old timers,
‘some of whom insist. that the comic
drama, “The Pride of the Market,”
was not presented until the Saturday
night performance, While the account
of the program on the opening night as
printed in the Deseret News of March
13, 1862, 1= not entirely clear (becanze
the paper was only a weekly In those
days, and the dates of theatrical events
were not always printed), still it may
bo set down as certain that “The Pride
qf the Market” wound up Thursday
evening’s entertainment. This is borneo
out by the memory of several survivors,
including Mre. M. G, Clawson, who
took part In the play, and who remem-
bers sitting {n costume in the wings
waiting for the dedication services to
be over. Mr. David McKenzle, James
Jack, and the late B, H, Schettler were
equally positive on this point, and the
matter {5 clinched by an extract from
the diary of George Goddard, which
tha writer hag lately perused, and in
which it ig stated, under date of March
6, 1862: “At 6 p. m. the new theater
wag dedicated, aftor which a new, play
was performed, Eliza' and Mary (his
daughters) took part as French market
girls, A very snowy day.

The main Interest of the first eve-
ning's program centered in the address
of President Brigham Young, who, with
his counselors, Heher C. Kimball and
Daniel H. Wells, presided, The dedi-
catory pi'nyer,a. most eloguent and feel-
ing effort, was offered by Presldent
Daniel H. Welly, The house was pack-
ed with members of the high councll,

bishops of the city, county ang terri- '

torial offlcers, the men who had been
working on the bullding and the em-
ployes of the templa hlock,

President Young took as the theme
for his address "The Capacity of the
Human Body and Mind for Improve-
ment and Developmant.”” He said that
generation after generation of men had
lived upon the earth, and from neglect
of thelr duties they had passed away

and had failed to enjoy the privileges
anfl blessings whlch the All Wise Crea-

tor had pliced within the reach of His
creatures,  They had lived and died
without learning the object of their ex-
istence on the earth, He alluded to
the notions entertained by some '‘unce
godly' Christlans against amusements,
because of the evils sometimesn attend-
ant at places of public resort; but it
was for the saint2 to neither follow the
traditions of the one, nar to rall Into
the srrors of the other.  He had him-
self been so “plously’ raised, that he

could never have thought of visiting a
theater and iike other yvoungsters, un-

wrong in going there, Brother Wells
had prayed 'that the bullding” might
crumble to the dust and pass away, 48
if It had never been, sooner than it
should fall into the hands of the wick-
ed, or be corrupted and polluted; and to
that he =ald ‘‘amen.”

He wasg glad to see his brethren and

sisters, (o wiltnegs the joy of thelr
countenances, and to know that they
were happy and that thelr eyes were
resplendent with joy and contentment.
It waus Joy for man to meet his friend
and to rejolce with hini. The happliess
of men and women was—mucin of ft--
aof their own creation. The Lord had
created the clements and sustained the
work of Hls hands; but the Lord did
not plant the seed, sow the grain, build
their gristo mills, nor yet bake thelr
pbread for the support of their bodiea.
Iie did not raise factories and con-
struct machinery for the use of man;
but He expected of 1men the develop-
ment  of that  intelligence  that was
plitited within them to provide every-
thing for themselves; the Lourd was not
golng to build houses and habitations
for them to occupy, but He had in-
spired them  with tha wisdem uneces-
sary to provide for the wants incident
to existonce, Every pure enjoyment
was from heaven and wag for tho
saints, and when they came together
with pure spirlts and with falth that
they could pray for the actors and
actresses, they would be henefited nud
rafreshed in thelr entertajnments: and
those on the stage should cver ha as
humble and just as if they wers on
missions preaching the gospel, N jm-
pure thoughts should he inspired there,
and no impure words expressad. Uruth
and virtue must abound and chavacter-
Ize every person engaged on the stage,
or they should be Immadiately ejected
from the bullding, No porson-—hbe he
actor, musician, employe or any other
person—would he parmitted to bring li-
quor into that edifice,, and the nolice
would protect them from the inecbrinte
and the contamination of thé filthy
breath of the poor loafer.
.Olhe'r addresses  were given by
President Heber ¢, Kimball and Elder
John Taylor, and in conclusion Presl-
dent Young spoke In commendation of
the work of the architect of the build-
Ing, Willlam H, Falsom; also of the
members of the Deseret Dramatic as-
soclation, who were to appear upon the
boards.

The music of the occasion was réns
dered by a cholir and orchestra. pre-
sfded over by Prof. C. J, Thomas, the
selections ‘being “The Star Spangled
Banner,” with solo by William C. Dun-
bar, ““The Marssillaise,”” by the or-
chestra, an anthem written by Eliza 1t
Snow, the muslc by Prof, Thomas, and
the hymn, “Lo, On the Mountain Tops
Appearing:' ‘another song composed for
the occasion by Elder John Taylor was
rendered by the choir and Mr, Dunbar.

THE SECOND NIGHT.

"ﬂ:he first regular night of the sen-
son,” Saturday evening, March 8,
braught = the peproduction of “The
Prida of the Market,” a comle drama
in three acts, with the popular farce
entitled *“State Secrets;” a facslimile
of one of the house programs, with the
notable cast ongaged appearg on this
page. Of all those who took part only
Mr. Caine (who with H, Ii, Clyawson,
was. manager), Mr, McKenzie, Mr.
Clawson, Mrs. Clawson, Phil Margetts
and (. J. Thormas survive. The second
night's ‘audlence was made up of in-
vited: guests who wera unable to dt-
tend the first performanca,” with'‘an
averflow turnout from the publie’ at
large. Tha company made & tremen-
dous impression and its work was 50
promising that not: long after Presi-
dent Young encouraged the tragedian.
T, A: Liyne, to take up his abode here

e 3 ne u another item illustrative 4 rotecte 3 ; ler such an influence, had hi ¢
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